Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Melissa Williams

	Observer:
	Dr. Griff Jones

	Focus of Observation:
	Subject Matter Knowledge

	Date of the Observation:
	Week of March 20, 2012

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	Honors Biology/10th/ 6th period

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of the subject?

Melissa incorporates relevant real-world examples into her instruction. She accurately explains a variety a broad concepts and connects the concepts with relevant examples from her life, educational video clips, and hands-on activities.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher connect the content with previously learned topics, future topics, and other subjects?

Requires students to relate new material presented in Engagement video to concepts covered in the video.  Provides accurate analogies to help student understand new material.  Discusses links to other disciplines.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of the philosophical and historical development of the subject?

Integrates video clips of historical development of evolution into her lesson. Uses contemporary clips narrated by Bill Nye Science Guy to facilitate student understanding of concept.  Compares contrasting historical theories to illustrate the natural evolution of science content knowledge.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of state and national standards and use this knowledge to enhance student achievement?

Provides a hands-on experience addressing state and national standards on Nature of Science (creativity, applying process skills of classification) and content knowledge.  Uses her knowledge of the standards to design inquiry-based lessons that properly sequences concepts. 


	Comments for Debriefing:

· Pause video when interjecting information for students
· Require class to provide at least 3 examples.
· Increase number of higher order questions.

· Try not to read every slide. Ask students to read slide or answer questions regarding the slide.
· Nice time management of activity.
· Reduce amount of times you say “Right?”
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):

When reviewing with groups, try to centralize your location between all groups. Call on groups farthest from your position.



