Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Melissa Williams

	Observer:
	Melissa Bozeman

	Focus of Observation:
	Instruction and Delivery

	Date of the Observation:
	Week of February 27

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	Honors biology/10th/6th Period

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate the ability to teach the subject and cognitively engage all students in significant learning?
Ms. Williams is well versed in the subject matter (Genetics, Chromosomes and Inheritance, Genetic Disorders) and was directly involved in creating the power point lesson that is being used.   Her power point is being used not only in 6th period (her class period) but for all the Honors Biology classes that I teach.  She engages all students by randomly calling on them when going over homework, questioning during lecture, etc.   That way, all students are held accountable and must be “ready” to add to the learning process.  She continues to use different strategies to allow students to be interactive in the learning process. 


	How does the Apprentice Teacher communicate clearly and articulately?

Ms. Williams clearly states directions that are easily understood and comprehended.  She does not address multiple tasks or questioning that would confuse the students.  Her tone is pleasant, non-threatening, and easy to articulate.  


	How does the Apprentice Teacher use questioning and assessment techniques to enhance students’ participation and learning?
When reviewing material or presenting new material via lecture, Ms. Williams probes with a variety of questioning.  In her lecture that included Thomas Hunt Morgan discovering the sex chromosomes, X and Y, she asked “why did he think the chromosomes were different?”  This question led to a discussion about the size of the chromosomes which was directly related to today’s essential  question  - Why are males more affected by sex- related disorders than females?

Also, she always strives to make sure that the ESE students are included in the questioning process.



	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate flexibility and responsiveness to students’ needs during instruction?
If students do not grasp a concept, Ms. Williams uses examples and/or analogies to help students comprehend the subject matter.  Examples from this week’s genetics unit included how traffic lights are made to accommodate people that are color-blind and how Calico cats are primarily females due to sex-linked traits.  Both of these examples tied in to the lecture on sex-linked traits and how offspring are affected by them.
When teaching dihybrids this week, she moved around the classroom to ensure the students were not confused and were following the steps she had previously reviewed.  


	Comments for Debriefing:

Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):




