Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Melissa Williams

	Observer:
	Melissa Bozeman

	Focus of Observation:
	Teaching Preparation

	Date of the Observation:
	Week of feb 13

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	Honors Biology/10th/6th period

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher use subject knowledge to design activities that promote interest, participation, and learning for all students?
Ms. Williams has used “interactive” strategies to help teach the concepts of Genetics (Ex. Students passed a pair of “jeans” within the classroom to answer selected questions about “GENES”).  Also, when reviewing the Genetics vocab,   each student had a color-coded strip of paper with an answer that corresponded to the definition she read out loud.  Ms. Williams has also developed interactive Power point presentations that coincide with the teaching material (Chromosomes and Inheritance ppt. has interactive slides on colorblindness where students can actually take the test to see if they have the trait.)  



	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an awareness of and make use of materials, resources, technology, and equipment?
Ms. Williams has taught on numerous occasions using powerpoint presentations that require usage of the computer and the LCD projector.  She has guided the students through Dihybrid crosses using the ELMO machine that is wired to my computer and LCD projector.  She is very astute in the latest technology and has even shared with me a newer version of powerpoint that she has learned in one of her classes at UF.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher prepare subject specific activities to assess learning of all students?
Ms. Williams has included in her lessons “practice applications” for the students to ensure adequate learning of the subject matter.  For example, she walked them through a dihybrid practice (“FOIL” method, Punnett Square, listing and color-coding of genotypes and phenotypes, ratio, etc.).  Afterwards, they completed one that was similar on their own to make sure they had a grasp of the material.  It was reviewed in class with student input.  Homework was to complete another dihybrid using the same strategies taught and practiced in class.  All students seem to have grasped the concept quite well.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an awareness of individual student needs and make modifications to the instructional plan?

Ms. Williams is aware that there are several special needs students in the 6th period Honors Biology class that she is working with (one student from Korea that is not English proficient, and several that are in Learning strategies classes due to learning disabilities).  She has planned lessons to accommodate all the different learning styles and needs to ensure student success.  She routinely uses visual, hands–on, and interactive strategies that engage many senses and keep students “tuned in” to the learning process.


	Comments for Debriefing:

Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):




